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They say March is spring time. But I remember it was very chilly in Tohoku with
frosty wind sometimes blowing harshly. It was more like ( A ) there in 2011.
I did not work at that time. I was just trying to take time to think about what kind of
work I wanted to do after graduating from the college. Then the great eathquake
happened in my home town. At first, I went to the Red Cross office in my city but it
was flooded with many people who wanted to be of some help. It seemed there were no
more room for me to enroll. But a week later I went there again and luckily found that
there was a spot as a driver. I was born and raised in the ciy, and, naturally I knew the
( B ) roads well, so it was not a hard work for me to pick up some doctors and
experts and take them around the earthquake hit town.

A few months later the city held a ceremony for the families at the memorial park. The
families who lost loved ones were to be escorted into the area. I was asked to be one of
the escorts. 1 felt ( C ) because I didn’t know what to say. Then I realized I
didn’t have to say anything. I could just be present for them and if they wanted to talk,
I just listened. (1) If not, that’s okay too. Learning to be present for someone going

through a hard time taught me that being present is enough and I didn’t have to say
anything or try to fix anything. (2)We tend to (it/ volunteer work/ that/ take/ is/

do something/ to/ for granted ) to help someone in need. Now I know it’s not about
what you do but how you face their hard time. What matters most is to be present for

them with our warm heart.
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(A) 7 spring 4 summer 7 autumn T winter
(B) 7 open 4 clean 7 local =T pleasant
(C) 7 great 4 uncomfortable 7 well =T happy
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7 In 2011, I learned something valuable through the experience in Tohoku.
4 The Red Cross office was inundated with countless volunteer workers.
7 1 was a toal stranger there and had a hard time working as a driver.
T The families felt annoyed because they had no volunteers around to talk to.
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7 You always have to do something to fix to be helpful for others.
A If someone talks to you, try to answer and say something helpful.
7 Volunteer work is to do or fix something for being helpful.
. Just being there for someone in need can be helpful.
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When you grow up, you will be ( ) to understand it.
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It is all ( ) to his help that I have succeeded.
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It was rather cool ( ) August yesterday.
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All you can do is to do your ( ).
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Concert tickets are now ( ) sale at this office.
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She takes care ( ) the younger children.
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(DWhere there’s a will, there’s a way.

(@He is more of an artist than a singer.

(@I know better than to believe that story.

@Once upon a time there was a little girl called Alice.
(1 have been to Tokyo three times.



